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Happy New Year! 
The New Year is a time for renewal 
of our lives. It is an opportunity for us 
to look back over the past year with 
thanksgiving and a sense of 
achievement at what we 
accomplished and to look forward to 
what God will do amongst us and 
through us in the coming year.  
 
Some highlights of the past year 
were Ruth Wilson serving as our 
Living Ministries Student. She 
graduated in June and was ordained 
and inducted in September to 
churches in the Cambridge area. 
Like the previous year, I was 
Chaplain to the Mayor and so led the 
opening Civic Service and Civic 
Carol Service. As part of Churches 
Together in St Ives we set up 
Church in the Market Place to be a 
visible unified Christian presence in 
the town on Market Day. Our church 
raised funds for tragedy in Nepal and 
also for Syrian Refugees through 
Christian Aid. We went to the Synod 
Celebration Day in June ï a joyful 
and informative day with fellow 
United Reformed Churches in East 
Anglia. Many of us had a wonderful 
time in Launde Abbey in June on our 
Church Weekend Away. Our main 
ministries of Just Sharing, our Fair 
Trade shop, Tookeyôs Caf®, and our 
Ecology Group continued to flourish.  
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é..Contôd from page 1 
 
The many positive areas of mission and ministry were recognised by others, and our church 
was filmed by CWM and put on its website and the URC has put our mission projects on its 
website,   
http://thingsthatwork.urc.org.uk/mission-projects/  
 
Lest we become too puffed up, we ought also to remember that there were some were sadnesses and 
disappointments, too, with the death of some of our members and some changes in people in different 
positions. We give thanks to Martin Ballard who stepped down after umpteen years on the Property 
Committee. We are deeply grateful to Alan Farrant who served as our Caretaker so diligently and wish 
him well in the future. But we can give thanks for Godôs ever present grace and mercy giving us strength 
and hope.   
 
As your minister I would like to thank you all ï I count it a privilege and joy to be serving amongst you, 
now in my eighth year with you. I never tire of coming to such a peaceful and attractive place for worship 
and get a buzz with all the activity each week day. This congregation has been faithful through difficult 
times and hardworking as it has persevered in Christian worship and service. 
 
So what does God have in store for us in the New Year? We do not know what blessings and what 
challenges we will face, but we have confidence that God will lead us forward in his service. May we be 
renewed by Godôs continual forgiveness and mercy and, being restored by God anew, be ready to 
continue our pilgrimage as friends and followers of Jesus. 
         With love in Christ, 

         Catherine 

tŜǘŜǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘ 9Ŏƻ-ŦŀƛǘƘ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ 
 

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ мн WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмсΦ 
тΦпрǇΦƳΦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ŜŎƪŜǘ /ƘŀǇŜƭ 

/ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭ DǊŜŜƴ 
 

ό9ƴǘŜǊ Ǿƛŀ aƛŘƎŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ²ƘŜŜƭ ¸ŀǊŘύ 
 
 

5ǊΦ tŜǘŜǊ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊǘƻƴ 
όIŜŀŘ ƻŦ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΤ 
.ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘύ 

 
!ƊŜǊ tŀǊƛǎ ς ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇƘŀǎŜ ƛƴ 
ŎƻƳōŀǝƴƎ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ 
! ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ 

 
!ƭƭ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ 
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A New Year Comes Round Again 
 

A new year comes round again. A time of new beginnings - of  looking 
forward, wondering what the year will bring. 
 
During January and February I, along with all members of the Huntingdon 
Writer's Group, have been challenged to write 500 words on the theme, 
'Don't Look Back'. 
 
The Roman god Janus springs to mind ï he who could look both forward 
and back at the same time. 
 
I was reminded of this when, on Sunday December 6th, we attended the 
morning service at Basildon URC. where Derek had been invited to preach. 
 
We were there to celebrate 24 years of dedicated service to the local church by its minister, Martin 
Kitchener - to acknowledge the time had come for him to retire ï to express the congregation's feeling of 
loss -  and yet, to wish him and his wife Gill, many happy years ahead. 
 
Past, present and future. 
 
The theme of the hymns, readings, prayers and sermon was based on a verse from Jeremiah, chapter 
29. Verse 11 reads: ñFor I know the plans I have for you,ò declares the Lord,  ñplans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to give you a hope and a future.ò 
 
Words of great encouragement for the congregation, for Martin and Gill ï and for each of us. 
 
For the final hymn of the service Martin had chosen ñGreat is Thy Faithfulnessò, which demonstrates so 
perfectly the constancy of God ï in His plan and purpose, not only on a cosmic scale, but at a personal 
level too. 

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 
there is no shadow of turning with thee; 

thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 
as thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 

 
Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 
sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 
join with all nature in manifold witness 
to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 

 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 

 
The wording might be from another age, but the sentiments expressed are timeless. 
 
A God in whom there is no turning ï the 'forever' God ; the creator God; the compassionate, loving, 
forgiving God ï with ten thousand (at least!) blessings ready to bestow upon us. 
 

          Hazel 
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A GREAT BIG THANK YOU to everyone who made such a splash for our Toilet 
Twinning appeal. 
Thanks to you we have raised a magnificent Ã630.00 which will pay for 10 toilets 
and the associated admin.  We also know about 16 individuals and couples who 
have sponsored a toilet independently.  So from this one appeal we have 
supported 26 new toilets all around the world.  All this cash has come from the 
collections after our morning  service, from Fenstanton URC and from boxes 
taken home and filled. 
We shall become the proud owners of personalised certificates complete with 
colour photos of the loos and GPS coordinates so we can look up our twins on Google 
Maps.  So keep a look out as they will all be hung in the hall for everyone to see. 
Justine Kukundakute and her children in Uganda have already been given a gift 
ï and itôs a gift that keeps on giving. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A local Toilet Twinning partner in Kabale district taught Justine the skills she needed to 
build a simple loo for her family. They also taught her the importance of hygiene and 
hand washing.  It has, quite literally, changed her life. The familyôs health has improved 
dramatically. Before they had a loo, the family suffered from intestinal worms and 
diarrhoea. Justine is now part of the local Community Development Team, who help 
others build their own latrines. So she can give the same life-changing gift to others. 
Children are healthier, and able to go to school; parents are well enough to work their 
land and grow enough food to feed their family. With better health, and more ability to 
earn a living, men and women discover the potential that lies within them to bring 
transformation.  
 

So family by family, community by community, nation by nation, you are helping 

to flush away poverty. 

Helen Ackroyd and Mary Cox - Free Church Eco-congregation Group 
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