
 

Opening Prayer 

Lord, we come before you from our separate homes, but together in mind and spirit. We praise you 

for you created us and know us and continue to love us. At this time of Epiphany we give thanks for 

the revelation of your self-giving love at the incarnation when you came among us as a human being.  

We praise you for you are good and kind. You are all powerful and great, but also loving and just. 

You are over all and above all, yet near to each one of us. 

Help us to continue to get to know you and to love you in response to the light of your love and 

mercy. Bless us as we worship you together. We pray in the name of Jesus, who taught us to say 

when we pray: Our Father …. 

Bible Reading  Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18  

‘O Lord, you have examined my heart and know everything about me. You know when I sit down or 

stand up. . . You both precede and follow me. You place your hand of blessing on my head. Such 

knowledge is too wonderful for me, too great for me to know! . . .’ 

Reflection 

The poetry of this psalm song draws us into the beauty of some amazing theological truths. God is all 

knowing and all wise and present everywhere. The God that goes before us shaped and formed our 

lives. This is not just our physical body, but also our soul and personality. The God, who is in all 

things, was present in our coming to be! God was there at the beginning and will be there when we 

come to the end. This means that our identity is linked to God.  We belong to God. And this God of 

the universe, who created all, who is so all encompassing and yet knows us individually, also loves 

us, and wants to be known and loved by us! We in this generation know this even more fully since 

the psalm was written, since God became flesh and dwelt among us – we know that we are made in 

God’s image and made to relate to God as living breathing, intelligent beings. 

We were made to live in community with God and with each other.  This is profoundly important in 

the midst of a global pandemic of a deadly virus and now with a second, more infectious variant. We 

can easily wonder where God is in this situation. It is hard to be aware of God’s presence when we 

are no longer singing, praying and sharing bread and wine together. But this Psalm assures us that 

even in the ‘wilderness’ of worshipping at a distance we can know that God is always near, 

comforting and encouraging us, upholding, and sustaining us by his Spirit.  

God is not limited to our church building; God is present everywhere. God is over and above all, 

outside time and so sees beyond this pandemic and all its repercussions. Isaiah 40 says, ‘The Lord is 

the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his 

understanding is unsearchable. He gives power to the faint and strengthens the powerless. Even 

youths will faint and be wary, and the young will fall exhausted; but those who wait for the Lord shall 
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renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, 

they shall walk and not faint.’ 

It is more difficult to know that God is with us when we need to protect each other by staying at 

home and socially distancing from each other. We can feel lonely and isolated apart from each 

other. However, one of the blessings of being part of a community of believers, is to know that we 

are not, and never will be, alone. God is always with us and although we may be physically apart 

from each other, we know that we do have the care and prayer support of fellow believers. We can 

write to each other, telephone, send email messages, have zoom meetings, and share with each 

other the experience of a virtual service on our website. A huge thank you to Chris and Alan Curtis 

for putting together ‘Keeping in Touch’ so that we can share poems, stories, and experiences with 

each other – a brilliant example of how we can maintain and even build our friendship and 

fellowship with each other during these difficult times. May God give us the strength and patience 

that we need until we can meet again in person. 

Gospel Reading  John 1:43-51 

‘Philip went to look for Nathanael and told him, ‘We have found the very person Moses and the 

prophets wrote about! His name is Jesus, the son of Joseph from Nazareth. ‘Nazareth!’ exclaimed 

Nathanael. ‘Can anything good come from there?’ ‘Just come and see for yourself,’ Philip said.  

As they approached, Jesus said, ‘Here comes an honest man – a true son of Israel.’ ‘How do you know 

about me?’ Nathanael asked. And Jesus replied, ‘I could see you under the fig tree before Philip found 

you.’ Nathanael replied, ‘Teacher, you are the Son of God – King of Israel!’ Jesus asked him, ‘Do you 

believe all this just because I told you I had seen you under the fig tree? You will see greater things 

than this.’ Then he said, ‘The truth is you will all see heaven open and the angels of God going up and 

down upon the Son of Man.’ 

Reflection 

In this brief passage we meet Philip, who is asked to follow Jesus and then immediately goes to 

share his news with Nathanael. After declaring to Nathanael that he has found the one that the 

Moses and the prophets wrote of, Philip was probably expecting a little more than the quip he got 

back – “can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Behind Nathanael’s scepticism, there is a 

disturbing assumption. A judgement call based merely on where the man comes from. Nazareth was 

‘up North’, far away from Jerusalem, the centre of Israel and its grand temple where people came to 

worship God. Yet God’s coming, was not what people expected. Philip responds with Jesus words, 

‘Come and see.’ Nathanael comes to see Jesus for himself and much to his surprise, although Jesus 

has never met him before, he already knows his heart.  

Isolation is not something unique to the experience of lockdown, many of us have experienced 

different forms of isolation when moving to a new area or being separated from family members, or 

when working away from colleagues and familiar support networks. Nathanael’s question “How do 

you know me?” is particularly poignant in these times of separation and isolation. Being known by 

someone else is no longer to be alone. In this brief encounter we see Nathanial move away from 

assumptions and pre-conceived notions of someone’s value based on where they were from, to 

seeing and hearing for himself, someone who has insight and knowledge, who seems honest, good, 

and wise. Nathanael then declares, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God!”  

Have we ever made assumptions about someone else as Nathanael did? Do we sometimes close our 

eyes and ears to what God could be doing amongst us now, simply because God is not responding as 

we would wish or expect? God often works in and through people - and not those who are rich and 



famous - but those who quietly and locally are caring for a sick neighbour, providing food for those 

shielding and companionship toward a neighbour on their own. The words ‘come and see for 

yourself’ are an invitation to all of us today, to look out for what God is doing in our midst. We are 

invited to see the goodness in people’s kindness toward each other and to receive comfort and 

friendship as we help and support each other. Like Philip and others, perhaps God is calling us to 

‘Come and See’ and to follow the Lord Jesus by doing as he did. 

As we continue to live with the repercussions of the Covid pandemic and the changes due to Brexit 

how do we respond? How do we make sure we are seeing past the numbers, the statistics, the 

uncertainty and see real people in real need? How do we ensure that we know and understand 

people, rather than make assumptions about their situations based on where they are from, their 

ethnicity, age, gender, and so on? The message of both of our Bible readings today is that all people 

are human beings are created in and through Christ, are fearfully and wonderfully made and are 

made in God’s image, therefore are of great value and worthy of dignity.  

Let us continue to get to know God and each other, as we continue to care for each other and 

people in our community and may our love and respect of others be a witness to the glory of God as 

seen in Jesus of Nazareth. AMEN. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Loving God, 

We pray for all those caught up in this pandemic, those suffering with the illness, those with family 

members who are ill. 

We pray for our Government and leaders that they might make wise decisions and enable us to 

move forward. 

We pray for those who have other different illnesses, who may be struggling to obtain the attention 

and treatment they need because of the surge in cases. 

We pray for those grieving the loss of loved ones to this dreadful illness and to other conditions. 

We thank you for your grace and mercy, which is new every morning and we pray for your continued 

strength and support as we seek to be your people in these difficult times. 

In Jesus’ name we pray, 

AMEN. 


