
View from the Manse... 

The Newsletter of The Free Church (United Reformed) St Ives 

and Fenstanton URC Church Services this month: 

 

 

Happy New Year! 
 
It's the time of year to reflect on the past year and plan for the 
coming year. 2022 was a tough year starting with the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine, and much political turmoil in our country as 
well as the Covid virus still affecting people.  
 
Yet there were also some positives to remember: Cop27 and 
Cop15 were meetings gathering people from different countries 
to consider how we can all better care for the natural                              
environment; scientific advances including the development of 
new medical treatments for those suffering from Cancer and 
Dementia; and the vaccine enabled many to suffer only mildly 
from Covid; and some new friends coming to our churches; and 
people giving generously to refugees, charities and foodbanks.    
  
The New Year is a great time to reset ourselves – to focus on 
what we would like to happen in the coming year. We obviously 
need to start with ourselves rather than change the whole world 
– God will do that – in the meantime, we can re-think our        
priorities and consider new opportunities to put our energy into.  
 
As Christians we know that God is a God of new beginnings – 
inviting people to let go of struggles of the past and turn to God 
for healing and forgiveness. As well, we are people of hope for 
the future, for we know that Jesus has vanquished the power of 
evil and death and the Holy Spirit is at work in the world drawing 
people to God and is transforming the world by changing        
people’s hearts. We can pray for wisdom and integrity for world 
leaders that they will genuinely care for the wellbeing of all   
people. And as God’s people today we can show God’s love and 
peace in how we relate to others. 
 
So, with this strength and hope we can face the coming year 
with confidence and expectancy of good to come. We can trust 
that God will lead us forward, giving us meaning, purpose and a 
sense of belonging as we seek to be God’s faithful people in our 
troubled and challenging world.  

Thoughts for the 
month ahead. 
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 THE FREE CHURCH, 

ST IVES 
 

1st Jan  Revd Roy Muttram -                

Holy Communion 

8th Jan Revd L Nevard 

15th Jan Revd Dr Catherine Ball 

22nd Jan Revd Dr Catherine Ball 

29th Jan Revd Dr Catherine Ball 

 FENSTANTON URC 

CHURCH 
 

1st Jan  Christine Davies 

8th Jan Revd Dr Catherine Ball 

15th Jan Revd Dr Catherine Ball 

22nd Jan Alison Jiggins 

29th Jan Mrs Geraldine Swain 

 May 2023 be a more positive year, with 
joy and peace; greater equality, care for 
the environment and kindness toward 
one another! 
 
Love in Christ, 
Catherine 



  

 

 

 

 

Contacts 

For a fuller list of contact details, 

please visit the contacts page of 

our website 

Minister 

Revd Dr Catherine Ball 

01480 352058 

Church Office 

Gail Wase and Sarah Bateman   

468535 

office@stivesfreechurch.org 

Open 9am—1pm Mon/Wed/Fri 

Room bookings should be made 

through the Church Office 

Church Secretary 

David Duffett 395308 

Associate Church Secretary (and 

Media Communications and 

Website) 

Peter Davies 495835  

Finance and Property Convenor 

Peter German 352401 

Fenstanton Church Secretary 

Geoffrey Hawkins 462001  

 

The Free Church 

is committed to 

the safeguarding 

of children and 

vulnerable adults. 


